
Information Literacy
in a 

Post-Truth World



https://youtu.be/u7_DE5CDBgc

A video to think about.



Fake news is neither news or new

It can also be called lies, distortions, or propaganda.

It’s been going on for a really long time now.





There is No Easy Answer

People are going to click what they are going to 
click.



Most People Have Bad Habits

They think uncritically (or hyper-critically).
They research inefficiently or unethically.
They are unaware of their own biases.



YES! MAYBE. NO!



Information Literacy as a Concept 
is Not New

There is a long and not very exciting history 
of which I am one very small, not very exciting part.



The Old Method

Blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah blah
Tada!  Information Literate!



Info Lit has its own Gen Ed Objective

Kind of.
Not really. 
It should.



Enter The Framework!

Authority is constructed and contextual

Information creation as a process

Information has value

Research as inquiry

Scholarship as conversation

Searching as strategic explortion



Thinking about the Framework

More complicated

Asks us to do more

Harder to assess
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We were ahead of the Curve

Because our assessment data made us question 
how we teach information literacy.







Fake news is still a problem

Nothing has changed in the last 10 minutes

Everyone, information literacy is very important.

And it is becoming an urgent matter.



Global Warming is still a problem

It will be bad.

It can be intimidating to teach about it.

It is a great case study for information literacy.

Al Gore is probably not a bad guy in real life.



I’m not an Expert

But I am surrounded by them.

Collaboration is key.



Student Learning

Information literacy introduces students 
to a lot of interesting things

Interesting projects

Personal breakthroughs

My class is squishy





Ways to Involve the Library

Libguides—Your library can create research guides, 
essays, and how-to tips for researching, evaluating, 
and writing papers. 

Multiple sessions— Try three one-hour library 
sessions, evenly spaced throughout the semester.

Learning communities—Create credit-bearing 
classes and learning communities.   

Talk to us about your assignments!   



Your Students Interact with 
Information Constantly

Not just books and articles. Everything, everywhere!

What they see outside of your class affects how 
they perceive what they see inside of your class.



https://youtu.be/2YBtspm8j8M?t=7


