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Art 196

Beginning Ceramics
Throwing a Cylinder
Fall 2018 Results




Resource poster of the steps to throw a cylinder.
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The measurable skills for this assessment are found within the technical
competency SLOs for the A.F.A Studio Degree and Art 196 course syllabus.

AFA Degree level Student Learning Outcome (technical)

* Demonstrate competence in the application of a broad range of technical
skills for the fine arts disciplines with appropriate tools, materials and
mediums.

» Construct projects that demonstrate learned skills in the manipulation of

materials used in their respective discipline.

Course level Student Learning Outcome (technical)

 Create various utilitarian and sculptural forms.

* Demonstrate the ability to construct clay using various handbuilding
techniques including but not limited to pinch, coil, potter’'s wheel, stiff and soft
slab construction.

* Perform safety procedures in handling, glaze and clay materials, studio
equipment and tools including but not limited to slab roller, extruder,
potter's wheel, and glaze mixing drill.



The assessment tool used was a hands-on activity that measured the skill
levels with materials (clay), tools (throwing tools), and equipment (pottery
wheel) associated with creating (throwing) a cylinder. Students were

instructed to throw a cylinder to meet specific size parameters.
There were given an instruction sheet with benchmarks for height, width,

wall thickness, and bottom thickness for the vessel. The trimmed base and
compressed lip of the vessel are also assessed along with overall
craftsmanship of their throwing technique. Each student is instructed to throw
two cylinders using 2lb balls of clay, then submit the cylinder they feel meets
the parameters best.
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The descriptive rubric was used to score how well the benchmarks were met
for each skill used to create the submitted cylinder. The cylinders are cut in half

to do the scoring. These are the basic measurable competencies of throwing a
proportionally balanced, basic cylinder.

Measurable paramenters for a thrown cylinder

Height 6 inch (minimum)

Width 4 inch (minimum

Wall Thickness 1/4” on top and can taper out to 3/8" at bottom.
Bottom Thickness 1/4” - 3/8” (can fall in this range)

Base 45 degree bevel

Rim
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Fall 2018

Art 196 Beginning Ceramics
Assessment Scoring Rubric
Vessel - Cylinder

3
Met

2
Room For Growth

1
Not Met

over 6” height

6” in height

4” up to 6”
height

less than 4”
height

over 4” width

4” width

3” up to 4”
width

less than 3”
width

less than 1/4” in

width on top

less than 3/8” at
bottom

1/4” width on top
3/8” at bottom

1/4” up to 3/8
width on top
3/8” up to 1/2”
at bottom

more than 3/8”
width on top
more than 1/2” at
bottom

less than 1/4” in
thickness

between
1/4” - 3/8” thickness

between
3/8” - 1/2” thickness

more than 1/2”
thickness

4
Met

3
Proficient

2
Room For Growth

1
Not Met

40 - 50 degree
bevel

30 or 60 degree range
bevel

10 or 80 degree range
bevel

Did not bevel

Lip

Compressed
and level

Compressed and
slightly uneven

Not full compressed
and uneven

Mot compressed
and uneven.

Craftsmanship

Inside/outside
surfaces are
smooth, no slurry
present, cleanly
cut bevel

One of the surfaces

are smooth, marginal

slurry present, uneven
cut bevel

Neither surfaces are
smooth, slurry present,
jagged cut bevel

All surfaces are
rough, or textured,
lots of slurry
present, jagged or
uncut bevel




Scoring Rubric applied to cylinders.
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Assessment Reference #

Art 196 Beginning Ceramics
Assessment Rubric Instructions

Vvessel 1 - Cylinder

Cy/mdnr measurements and requirements
Helght 6 inch (minimum)
width 4 inch (minimum

Wall Th nes 1/4" on top and can taper out to 3/8" at bottom

Bottom Thickness 1/4" - 3/8" (can fall in this range)
> 45 degree bevel
Compressed

Vessel will be cut in half with a wire tool to assess measurements.
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4" up to 6”
height
[“over” 3" up to 4”
width over 4" width =
‘1/4*Width on top
3/8” at bottom

Walls less than 1/4
/in width on top
| less than 3/8”
at bottom

/ = ~
1/4” up to 3
width on to?\

3/8” up to 1/2:)

at botteq,”

between
3/8” - 1/2"
thickness

less than 1/4” / between
| 'in thickness | 1/4" - 3/8
[ thickness

Bottom

yr 80 degree
e bevel

Craftsmanshl]

T

less than 4"
height

less than 3"
' width

more than 3/8"

width on top
more than 1/2”
at bottom

more than /2%
thickness

Did not bevel

Mot compressed

and uneven.
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Assessment Reference #

Art 196 Beginning Ceramics
Assessment Rubric \Instructions

vessel 1 - Cylinder

Cylinder measurements and requirements
Height 8 inch (Minimum)

4 inch (mMminimum

Wall Thickne 1/4” on top and can tag
Bottom Thickne 1/4" - 3/8" (can fall in th
Bas 45 degree ¢ \

Rim Compressed

at bottom

Vessel will be cut in half with a wire tool to assess measurements
Rubric
|

Height over 8” height

4" up to &"

ss than 4" )

Width

Walls g5 7an 114"

in width on top |
less than 3/8"
at bottom

Bottom less than 1/4”

in thickness

Base
Rim

Craftsmanship

1/4" width on top
318" at bottom

between
114" - 318"
thickness

414" up to 38

helght nhel\ghy~

\ess than 3"
widn

—

up to
width

mpre than 3"
Ea\d\h on top
ore than AI2
al bottom

width on top
318" up o A2
at bottom

between
3" A"
thickness

More-tEn 412"
thickness




Scoring Results for Fall 2018

Height of 6” Width of 4”

Bottom between
1/4” - 3/8”

Walls between
1/4” - 3/8”




Scoring Results for Fall 2018
Base (bevel at 40 - 50 degree angle)

Met
49 Proficient

8%

Lip (evenly compressed) Craftsmanship




Overall, the assessment was successful to discover how the students
were performing the task of throwing a cylinder on a pottery wheel.

Factors that led to the success of the assessment were controlling as
many variable as possible so all cylinders were able to be scored fairly.
1 - Students had the same length of time to complete the assessment.
2 - They used their own familiar throwing tools.
3 - Each had thier 2Ib balls of clay, pre-wedged for them to use.
4 - The length of time the students had to learn and practice the skill of
throwing on the wheel during the semester was consistent.

The length of time learning to throw is an important factor, because the
amount of time a student has to learn and practice throwing impacts their
skill level. Throwing is a practiced based skill where repetition is key.

The longer the time period they have to practice throwing, the better they
will be. So a class with 6 weeks to learn throwing would score higher than
a class with only 4 weeks to throw.



While the assessment was successful, there’s a few ways to positively impact the tool, instructior

1 - Based off the height finding, Prof Bader feels the height of 6” for the cylinder is not a realistic
expectation. This goes back to length of time students have to learn this skill. Currently
students have 5 class to learn this skill, which is a brief period of time and makes the 6” not a
realistic height to achieve successfully. So the height parameter will be changed to 4” for the
next assessment. This should be an attainable goal.

2 - Based on the bottom finding, have more emphasis during class instruction on the proper
thickness for the bottom of a cylinder.

3 - Based on the base finding, have more emphasis during class instruction on the proper
bevel for the base.

4 - Students will wedge their own 2 Ib balls of clay for the assessment going forward.

5 - Update instruction sheet parameters, where changes were made to reflect new goals.

6 - We want to be sure we are using language that is consistent in all classes so the parameters
are all read with the same understanding. To this end, a shared vocabulary list will be created to

address the specific terms associated with the assessment. A graphic will also be included that
illustrates the use of word in relation to different parts of a vessel.



UNITED STATES

S R, " Prof. Paul Wandless (L) and
< | B ) 3 Prof. Jess Bader (R)
scoring the cylinders using
the descriptive rubric.

The cylinders are cut in half to
do the assessment.

This allows for accurate
measurements of the
parameters.




